Lack of limb motor asymmetry in the neonate.
Neonates were examined for evidence of lateralization of motor function. The stepping test was done and the foot that moved first was recorded. The reaction of both arms to avoid an obstacle was also tested. No evidence for lateralization was found. Previous studies in the neonate have shown asymmetry of anatomical structures subserving language, and functional asymmetry of auditory functions and head position. However, the development of limb handedness occurs only at a later age.